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33% (112,648) = drug charges
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• 66.2% of highest charge misdemeanor cases got a 

secured bond
• Approximately 18K people in jail
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In 2018
• Magistrates charged only 32.9% of highest charge misdemeanor cases by 

summons
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Questions? 
Reach out or visit us on the web:

Jessie Smith, smithj@sog.unc.edu

cjil.sog.unc.edu



Racial Disparities 
In the Criminal 
Justice
System

Kami Chavis
Professor of  Law and Director 
of  the Criminal Justice Program

Wake Forest University School  
of  Law



The Roots 
of  Racial 

Disparities 
in Policing

• Slave patrols and night 
watches (Antebellum)

• Complicity with Ku Klux 
Klan/Lynching 
(Reconstruction)

• Civil Rights Enforcement 
(Jim Crow)

• War on Drugs vs. Opioid 
Crisis (Modern Era?)



Sheriff's Deputies Beat Volunteer Civil 
Rights Worker at the Courthouse



Racial 
Disparities in 
Traffic Stops 

in North
Carolina 

• Greensboro and Asheboro police 
departments are twice as likely to 
search Black drivers

• NC State troopers are three times as 
likely to search Hispanic drivers

• Officers 250% more likely to use 
probable cause as justification to 
search black motorists

• Black drivers are 43% more likely to 
be arrested than whites in Raleigh



Modern Law 
Enforcement

 Modern Police departments lack diversity and 
fail to represent the ethnic/racial make-up of  
the communities they serve

 Racial and ethnic minorities are 
underrepresented by a combined 24 
percentage points on average

 In 35 of  the 85 jurisdictions where either 
blacks, Asians or Hispanics make up the single 
largest racial or ethnic group, their individual 
presence in the police department is less than 
half  their share of  the population



Menu of   
Police Reform/
Accountability  

Efforts

• Community Policing 

• Community Control of  Law-Enforcement 
Agencies

• Defund/Re-invest

• Demilitarization of  Police Forces

• De-escalation Training

• Anti-bias Training

• Using Technology to Enhance Accountability 
(Police-worn body cameras)

• Increasing Transparency Through Data-
Collection (racial profiling)

• Use-of-Force Standards

• Duty to Intervene/Whistleblower Protection

• Qualified Immunity

• Independent Investigation/Prosecution of  
Police re: Use-of-Force/Death in Custody

• Increased Pay/Vacation Time for Police 
Officers (Officer Wellness)



Racial Disparities in Police Stops:
Example: Terry Stops in NYC



African-Americans are 
more likely to be stopped 

by law enforcement.

• The Stanford Open Policing 
Project found that, across all 
jurisdictions, law enforcement 
officers stop Black drivers at 
higher rates than whites.

• This remains the case even 
when the researchers account 
for age and gender of  the 
driver



African-Americans are 
subjected to more 

searches, on average, 
than whites.

• The Stanford Open Policing 
project found that in nearly every 
jurisdiction stopped Black and 
Hispanic drivers are searched 
more often than whites

• When they applied a statistical 
model that accounted for any 
differences in outcome (i.e. what 
if  Black drivers are more likely to 
have contraband) the 
discriminatory pattern persisted

• That is, police appeared to 
require less suspicion to search 
Black and Hispanic drivers.



Use of  Force (National)
Police are more likely to…

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/12/upshot/surprising-new-evidence-shows-bias-in-police-use-of-force-but-

not-in-shootings.html?smid=pl-share&_r=0



Use of  Force Cont.

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/12/upshot/surprising-new-evidence-shows-bias-in-police-use-of-force-but-

not-in-shootings.html?smid=pl-share&_r=0

Police are more likely to…



Racial 
Disparities 

in Police 
Shootings

 Unarmed African Americans are 
nearly 3.5 times more likely to be shot 
by police than unarmed whites

 Non-suicidal unarmed Black men are 
13 times more likely to be fatally shot 
by the police than whites. 

 While people of  color make up fewer 
than 38 percent of  the U.S. population, 
they make up almost 63 percent of  
unarmed people killed by police.



Racial Disparities 
in Policing









Racial 
Disparities in 
Police 
Brutality
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Arrest Statistics (National)

 African-American juveniles are 2x as 
likely to be arrested as white juveniles

 African-Americans represent 38% of  
those arrested for drug offenses

 African-Americans are arrested at 
rates nearly 9 times higher than the 
rate for whites
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Racial Disparities in Pretrial Detention

 In large urban areas, Black felony defendants are over 25% 
more likely than white defendants to be held pretrial.

 Across the country, Black and brown defendants are at least 
10-25% more likely than white defendants to be detained 
pretrial or to have to pay money bail.

 Young Black men are about 50% more likely to be detained 
pretrial than white defendants.

 Black and brown defendants receive bail amounts that are 
twice as high as bail set for white defendants – and they are 
less likely to be able to afford it.

 Even in states that have implemented pretrial reforms, 
racial disparities persist in pretrial detention
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Charges By Race
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Severity of Charges

 Black males receive sentences nearly 20% 
longer than white males convicted of  similar 
crimes

 100-to-1 disparity between crack and powder 
cocaine

 In the federal system, at least 60% of  LWOP 
prisoners are black

 42% of  defendants under sentence of  death 
are black
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Probation

Prison

Serving Life with Parole Sentence



Probation

Prison

Have you been convicted of a felony?

Collateral Consequences of  a Felony 
Conviction:

 Right to Vote

 Ability to hold state office

 Ability to sit on a Jury

 Right to Possess Firearms



Probation

Prison

Collateral Consequences in NC

 A person “adjudged guilty” of  a state or federal felony or a felony in another 
state that would be a felony in North Carolina forfeits the rights to vote and 
to hold public office. N.C. Const. art. VI, §§ 2(3), 8

 A person convicted of  a felony is disqualified from jury service. N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 9-3

 A professional or occupational license may be denied, suspended, or 
revoked because of  certain convictions

 Right to possess firearms N.C. Gen. Stat. 14-415.1(a)



10 Minute Break
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